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“ An Epitome of Homeopathic Practice. By J. T. Curtis and J. 
Lititz, M.D.” New York. 1843. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


S1r,—Our notice of this very extraordinary Lillte-putian ” production 
of the homeeopathic school, has, I perceive, brought down upon your in- 
nocent head the outpourings of the author’s wrath, as may be seen at 
length in the “ New York Evening Post” of Oct. 7th. We shall not 
go into the merits (?) of his reply, in extenso, as he sufficiently refutes 
himself as he goes along; but a few comments may, perhaps, not be out 
of place. 

We stated in the Review, that “ Jahr’s New Manual was a work 
of pure fiction,” and referred to the articles “ Actea, aquilegia, cheno- 
podium, nigella,” &c., in proof of the assertion; Jahr himself having 
acknowledged (Preface to his ‘“‘ New Pharmacopeia and Posology”’ ) 
that the symptoms under these and other articles had been forged! We 
gave the pages in Jahr at which these articles might be found ; and Dr. 
L. replies by saying that in Ais copy, they are not found at the pages as 
quoted. If, however, he will consult the edition published at Allentown, 
Pa., and by A. Waldie, Phil., 1836, he will find our statement verified. 
And does not Dr. L. himself say as much in his Preface to his “ Epi- 
tome’? Speaking of Jahr’s work, he says, “ Vain repetitions and 
downright tautologies abound on every page ; while the greater part of 
the work is occupied by pathogenetic results which a practice of half a 
century has not yet poo Bani, In plain English, the symptoms, there 
set down as having been caused by certain articles, have never yet been 
witnessed in experiments made by others with these same articles. In 
other words, they are imaginary ; and of course, have been forged. If 
the “greater part”’ of the work is of this character, the value of Dr. 
L.’s_ publication may be easily calculated, when he calls it—“ essentiall 
an Epitome of Jahr’s New Manual.” (Is it for this reason that Dr. Hull 
says (Homeopathic Examiner for git ) that “the ‘ Epitome’ is 
entirely useless to the practitioner?) Now it matters not to the argu- 
ment, whether Drs. Heyne, Hoffbaner, &c., were homeeopaths or allo- 
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paths (if the latter, it is only another example of the credulity of the 
homeeopathic school, in adopting pretended results, without imquiring 
whether they came from friend or foe, and without once putting them to 
the test of experiment); but in either case, it is acknowledged that the 
symptoms enumerated under these articles were forged. But if any 
one will examine homceopathic journals, he will find an abundance of 
cases of pretended cures by these very articles ; indeed, the evidence tn 
favor of their efficacy is quite as great as that in favor of any other ar- 
ticles of the homeopathic materia medica ; and as they were prescribed 
on the similia principle (said stmilia at the same time being only imagi- 
nary) and cures followed, why it is very evident that the same might have 
happened in the other cases, and accordingly nature alone must have ac- 
complished the cure.—Q.E.D. We remarked that there was no evidence 
in favor of the homeopathic statements as to the powerful remedial effi- 
cacy of sponge, sulphur, charcoal, siler, &c., and quoted the “ forgery ” 
in favor of the supposition that the symptoms under these articles had also 
been ‘ forged.” This awakens the keenest ire of the Reverend compiler 
(“tantene ire celestibus animis” ), and he comes down upon you af- 
ter the following manner. ‘1 deny that sulphur, charcoal and silex are 
inert substances. Inert! why, sir, without these same despised articles, 
the American rifle would never have been heard on this Continent, nor 
Bunker’s Hill known, except as the spacious sepulchre in which Warren 
and American freedom lay entombed”!! ( Query, if gunpowder had 
been unknown, would Warren have been buried on Bunker Hill, and 
would not the ¢ortes have stood as likely a chance to have been buried 
on that hill, as ‘ American freedom my After reading this sublime 
burst of pathos, indignation and patriotism (very fair for a foreigner not 
yet naturalized!) you will doubtless feel pretty fairly used up, and per- 
haps somewhat disposed to blame us for vetting you into such a scrape. 
However, let us take courage, and look a little further. The doctor ar- 
gues, that as gunpowder is produced by careful trituration and prepara- 
tion, so charcoal, &c., acquires most astounding properties by similar 
processes. ‘I'his would be a very good illustration, if the cases bore the 
least analogy. By carefully preparing sulphur, nitre and charcoal, and 
bringing them together in certain proportions, a very combustible com- 
pound is formed, which upon the application of fire, explodes, giving 
rise to a vast amount of gases, occupying more than 1000 times its 
volume, and on which its great power depends. Now there is nothing 
very strange or mysterious in this—nothing which goes counter to the’ 
usual laws and operations of nature, and we are surprised that a man 
who writes himself down an M.D. should pretend to derive an argument 
from this, in favor of the efficacy of homeopathic triturations—where 
single substances only are used, and where chemical changes and combi- 
nations are out of the question. But hear him— I have hundreds of 
times made these triturations and dilutions with my own hands ; far oft- 
ener have T applied them in the treatment of disease, and I know it is 
no imposture, but the greatest scientific discovery with'which any age has 
been blessed. Did you ever make a homceopathic trituration? Did you 
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ever take a grain of charcoal, work on it for three hours to get a mil- 
lionth of it, and apply that millionth to a carefully discriminated case of 
disease, to which Hahnemann says it is applicable? Never. Then 
what de you know about it? The plain truth is. you know just as much as 
Dr. Holmes on this point—not an atom more,” &c. Well, Mr. Editor, 
if you do know as much as Dr. H. on this subject, you ought to be satis- 
fied, and in fact you know more than the author of this catch-penny 
“ Epitome ;” for you will perceive, that as it is only about a year, as we 
are informed, since the author was licensed to practise (and it is hardly 
supposable that a clergyman would violate the laws of the land by prac- 
tising without a license), and as he has made hundreds of triturations, 
each trituration requiring, at least, “three hours,” there would remain 
but a very little time for study. The ignorance of the writer, therefore, 
if not excusable, ts easily accounted for. dat 
The next point in Dr. Lillie’s diatribe is Dr. Joerg’s experiments, to 
which we alluded, and the doctor maintains that he finds all the symp- 
toms enumerated by Joerg, also recorded by Hahnemann! Is there any- 
thing wonderful in this? Did we not say, that according to Joerg and 
Hahnemann, yea, Curtis & Lillie themselves, “ every organ and every 
part of the system ts said to be affected in every possible manner, and 
that language is actually tortured to express the varieties of pain and suf- 
fering to which they are said to be subjected from the operation of ho- 
meeopathic remedies”? In our remarks on septa, we observed that 
‘““we should like to know of a pain or an ache, which this article is not 
said to produce, whether moral or physical ”’—and so of most of the 
other substances whose pretended effects are recorded. Now, because 
Dr. L. finds some, or, perhaps, all of the effects noticed by Joerg, he 
immediately cries out “ Eureka ”’-—see how Hahnemann has anticipated 
Joerg—for he has recorded the very same effects! Speaking of arnica, 
Dr. L. remarks, ‘it is plain that Hahnemann anticipated him on every 
one point years before. ‘True, indeed, the founder of homceopathy tells 
us infinitely more about arnica than the Leipzig professor. But so far 
as the latter says anything, he merely repeats his peerless predecessor ! ! 
1 might go through all the other remedies, and show the results to be 
substantially the same.”’ If there are but one hundred varieties of pain 
and suffering, including all possible and imaginable complications, in all 
known diseases, why then if you describe them all, you, of course, will 
include all the symptoms found in any one disease. Or, to take the case in 
hand, if all the symptoms produced by the most active medicinal agents 
known, amount to five hundred, then of course these will include all 
those caused by substances which produce a lesser number ; and this is the 
explanation of this matter. Nor is this remark incompatible with our 
statement, that the results of Joerg’s experiments bear no resemblance to 
those laid down by Hahnemann—just as a fiction may be founded on 
fact, and yet be scarcely anything more or less than fiction. Because 
one of Cooper’s novels contains a correct description of General Wash- 
ington’s personal appearance, and of one or two of his battles, it does 
not therefore follow that everything in his book is true history. ‘The vast 


272 Review. 


majority of symptoms recorded by Hahnemann never had any existence 
except in his own imagination ; and the same of Jabr and Lillie. It were 
indeed strange, that among ten or twelve closely-printed pages of symp- 
toms (belladonna numbering fourteen hundred !) some few should not be 
found which actually do occur from the administration of the articles 
which were observed by Joerg. | 

And here I would wish to call Dr. L.’s attention to a point in relation 
to which he seems entirely ignorant, and it is one which has a most im- 
portant bearing on this whole subject. Experiments made on persons in 
health are by no means accurate tests of the powers or the virtues of 
medicinal substances in disease. And this simple fact, which is capable 
of demonstration, upsets the whole homeopathic system. ‘To illustrate, 
we will take the tonic class of medicines, as examples. In a state of 
health, when the animal fibre possesses its normal cohesiveness, density 
and health ; when the elements of the blood are in due proportion, and 
the nerves neither too susceptible, ncr otherwise, the influence of tonics, 
in ordinary doses, is not perceptible—the condition of the body is not al- 
tered by them, and there is no variation in the activity and force of move- 
ment, nor in the various functions of circulation, respiration, secretion, and 
nutrition. They are absolutely inert. But Jet the same medicines, in 
the same doses, be given in a state of disease, and their appropriate ef- 
fects are at once manifested. On this subject it is evident that Jahr, as 
well as the whole homeopathic school, have been mp under an 
error. From the result of his experiments with assafeteda, for example, 
Joerg came to the conclusion that it was an improper article to use in 
hysteria and hypochondriasis; in which diseases we know that it is 
highly useful. So, also, of musk, Joerg thinks it not so well adapted, 
as is generally supposed, to cases of extreme nervous debility, on account 
of its stimulant properties. And so of other articles. 

Most of the articles experimented with by Joerg, proved irritating to 
the brain and mucous membrane of the stomach and bowels, when given 
in large doses ; and hence he thinks them inadmissible in many forms of 
disease, in which we know they are useful. Dr. L. remarks that “ Joerg’s 
remedies seem all as alike each other as kidney beans, and I [he] should 
like to hear any one explain why one should be preferred to another in 
any given disease.” ‘The explanation is this:—We cannot reason from 
the effects of remedial agents in health to those in disease—they may not 
only differ, but be distinctly opposite. No one, for instance, could sus- 
pect, from the effects of valerzan in health, that it was a powerful anti- 
spasmodic in certain states of the system ; and so of others. The virtues 
of nearly all the articles of our materia medica, have been ascertained 
from their effects in disease ; and our systems of pharmacology are but 
the record of facts, observed by different individuals, from Hippocrates 
down to the present day. No really valuable information can be expect- 
ed, therefore, from experiments upon the healthy. For this reason alone, 
if there were no others, we should cast aside the whole homeopathic ma- 
teria medica as entirely useless. Dr. L.’s glorying, therefore, turns out 
to be short-lived ; and in claiming for Hahnemann almost divine honors, 
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he forgets that he has admitted that Joerg has been only treading in his 
footsteps. 

We "aid not intend to say, nor did we say, that the results of Joerg’s 
experiments were of any great value; much less, that they were a safe 
or useful guide in the treatment of disease. We know they are not. 
But this is their value, they negative completely the pretended caper 
ments of Hahnemann and others. On closely observing their effects, 
they were found to produce but very few of the symptoms laid down by 
Hahnemann ; showing conclusively that the latter drew largely upon his 
imagination for his facts-—and the same results were, in general, obtained 
by each member of the twenty-seven composing the Society of Experi- 
menters. What further proof do we want of the fact which we stated, 
that Jahr’s “ New Manual,” which is a bare transcript of Hahnemann’s 
observations, “is a work of fiction.” 

But we wish still further to dwell upon the principle which we have 
laid down, and which strikes at the very root of homeopathy, viz., that 
medicines are but relative agents, producing their effects in reference 
only to the state of the ving frame. It was remarked many years ago 
by that distinguished medical philosopher, Sir Gilbert Blane—* that the 
virtues of medicines cannot be fairly essayed, nor beneficially ascertained, 
hy trying their effects on sound subjects, because that particular morbid 
condition does not exist, which they may be exclusively calculated to re- 
move.” ‘To illustrate still further—no one, from experimenting with tron, 
or indeed with any of the metallic tonics, in a state of health, could dis- 
cover their immense value in certain forms of disease, for the very good 
reason that their effects would be imperceptible. If given in larger 
doses, so as to cause disturbance of the stomach and bowels, as happened 
in many of Joerg’s experiments, they then become merely local irritants, 
and but slight differences will be observed in the effects of different medi- 
cinal agents. ‘To use Dr. L.’s classical language, they become as much 
alike “‘as kidney beans.” What will a few grains of soda or magnesia 
do in a healthy state of the stomach? but let that organ be disturbed by 
the presence of a morbid acid, the administration of the one will now 
cause immediate relief, while catharsis will follow that of the other. 
Again, the oxide of bismuth is known to be perfectly inert in a state of 
health, but every practitioner is acquainted with its uncommon power in 
controlling certain morbid states of the stomach. Who could have sus- 
pected the antispasmodic properties of quinine, arsenic, spider's web, 
ptperine, salicine, &c., from experimenting with them in health ? and who 
does not know their immense value in overcoming disease? The home- 
opath doubtless will say, it was Habnemann that discovered the peculiar 
modus operandi of quinine, and the principle on which its virtue as an 
antispasmodic depends. Not so fast, if you please. Hahnemann has 
done no such thing. His pretended discovery, and one which, he 
says, furnished the foundation of his whole system, viz., that quinine will 
cause chills and fever, or symptoms analogous to an intermittent, turns out 
to be no discovery at all, for the statement is false. Quinine has been 
administered to persons in health by Andral, Pereira, and numerous others, 
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including ourselves, and no such results have followed—no chills, no fe- 
ver are observed, unless the quantity is sufficiently large to excite irrita- 
tion in the stomach, and then reaction, with increased fulness and force 
of pulse, follows; as it does after the administration of every agent which 
is given in inordinate doses, But even in this case there are no chills, and 
no phenomena analogous to those of an intermittent. If Dr. L. or any 
other homeeopath doubts our statement, it is a very easy matter to try 
the experiment on themselves ; and we trust if they do so, they will give 
the results to the world. We shall not pursue the subject further in this 
place. We have only alluded to the important principle, which we hope 
at some future day to set forth, viz., that medicines are but relative 
agents, and owe their peculiar powers to the different morbid modifications 
of the vital properties—in other words, to disease. We hope to show, even 
to the satisfaction of Dr. Lillie, that it is disease which calls forth the 
powers and modifies the influence of medicines—that what agitates the 
calm of health, may soothe the irritation of illness—that agents, which in 
the absence of opposition, are inert, may act powerfully where they meet 
an opponent. How, we ask, again, is it possible to tell how diseased 
tissues, whose susceptibilities are changed from what they were in health, 
will be affected by remedial agents—but by giving these agents? In 
other words, how do we know how the sick will be affected but by expe- 
ciments on the sick. With what reason can we pronounce any atticle 


feeble, when it does nothing where nothing is to be done ? 


It is proper, however, to observe, that there are some exceptions to 
the rule we have laid down. For example, there are some agents which 
may be called absolute, as they produce similar effects both in health and 
disease. To this class belong purgative medicines, which will occasion 
intestinal excretion in every state of the body—but tonics, alteratives, 
diureties, emmenagogues, antilithics, absorbents, &c. &c., are merely re- 
dative agents, requiring a certain state of the living system in order to 
produce their peculiar effects. 

But to return to Dr. Lillie. We wish to treat this gentleman with 
all due respect. Regard for the sacred office of the ministry, which we 
are told he yet fills, prevents us from offering such comments on his 
communication in the “New York Evening Post,” as it justly merits. 
We will, however, say, that if a patient, no matter who he may have 
been, “ bore the marks of wolves,” when he came into his hands, it was 
only carrying out the homeeopathic principle still further; for who could 
better control the ravages or sooner recognize the “ marks of wolves,” 
than one of the gang, albeit “ in sheep’s clothing ;” and what more likely 
remedy for such an one to prescribe, than the same habiliments which he 
had found so advantageous to himself ? 

Dr. Lillie is forced to acknowledge, that there are “ curative symp- 
toms which are not pathogenetic ;” that is to say, remedies may cure 
diseases which they do not cause—which is yielding the very point in 
dispute. If this be the fact, then where is the consistency or dss phi- 


losophy in maintaining that they operate upon the similia similibus” 
principle; when you admit that they produce in health no symptoms, 
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analogous to those of the disease which they cure? This is allopathy, 

not homeopathy ; which may well exclaim, “save me from my friends.” 

Why not take the bold stand maintained by Hahnemann, that no cures 

ever have been effected, except on the homeopathic principle? Here’ 
is Master Lillie versus “ King” Hahnemann. Which of the two shall 

we believe ? Well may the Domine exclaim, “ there is great difficulty—I 

may say impossibility—of always attaining absolute certainty in our treat- 
ment of the sick ” !!—and this, too, just after having remarked, that 
‘“‘Hahnemann’s works demonstrate, that every drug cures that disease 
which most resembles the one which it creates ;” and again, “if we 
meet with a disease, a case of chiolera, for example, which strongly re- 
sembles the effects of arsenic on the human system, then just as surely as 
one grain of arsenic would kill the patient, so surely will the homceopa- 
thic fraction of a grain, commence, and probably [?] complete the cure.” 
(That probably seems peculiarly apropos just in that place, i.e. “ what'll 
you Ry ) a lie” —there is no “ absolute certainty ”— great difficulty,” 
&c. &c. ! 

We pointed out, in our former article, some of the excellencies of 
Messrs. Curtis & Lillie’s “‘ Epitome.” But we by no means exhausted 
the subject. We think of giving hereafter a copious selection of extracts. 
from the work, under the title of “ Beauties or THE Epirome.” As 
a sample of what the book will contain, we merely offer at present the 
following—‘ Pains of the rump ”—* A yellow trace in the nose and 
cheek in the form of feces.” Aconite cures as well as causes “ an tn- 
clination to escape from bed”! Agaricus will cure and cause “ pulling 
an legs.” Alumen will cause “chagrin, misgivings, and inability to 
think, and will cure “ bed-wetting ”!! Ambra causes whooping cough, 
leucorrhea, blind piles, cutting pains, &c. &c., and it cures “ catarrh 
of the bladder.” ‘The effects of ammonia are indeed peculiar, and we 
suspect the author was laboring under the effects of it, when he wrote his 
article for the “Post.” It produces “ unmanageable temper and weak- 
ewed intellect,” while it cures “ freckles, cataract, boring in the liver, 
and shootings in the sacrum.” Angustura cures tetanus and cartes, but 
the only effects it has ever been known to produce in health, are “ pal- 
pitation of heart with anguish.” Baryta causes “anxiety about one’s 
family,” but then it cures “ baldness” and “ fatty tumor on nape.” 
Belladonna produces all manner of symptoms in all the organs, and 
cures every disease under heaven, in every part of the system—among 
the rest, “ill-nature in children.” \t may therefore become a valuable 
article for the nursery. (By the way, what does the writer mean by 
“ digging in the head,” “ digging in the liver,” “ digging in the stomach,” 
and “digging” all over? Those surely must be strange “ diggings ” 
where this author learned English.) If carbo-vegetabilis produces the 
symptoms laid down in this book, then we accuse the doctor of ‘“ malice 
prepense,” in proposing to Dr. Lee, of New York, to take “a grain” of 
it. If one fiftieth part of the symptoms, here recorded, follow its ingestion, 
then we should prefer the chance of Sam Patch’s leap down the Falls of 
Niagara, or the Genesee, to swallowing any “ appreciable quantity ;” 
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and yet we take, we cannot say how many grains or drachms, every morn- 
ing with our toast! We shall not repeat all the symptoms, out of sympa- 
thy for your readers ; but if you wish to see every organ and function 
tortured in every possible way, expressed by “ tearing,” is rending,” 
“ burning,” “ shooting,” “drawing,” &c. (there being 26 different 
simple expressions for pain in the Organon, and 2956 combinations), con- 
sult pp. 82, 33,34, 35. “ Colic,” “ putrid stools,” “piles,” “ aneu- 
rism,” ‘bleeding of the eyes,” “coma,” “absence of pulse,” “ cold 
sweat,” “paralysis” and “ emaciation,” are mere trifles in the long 
catalogue, and he must suppose Dr. Lee to have more lives than a cat, 
if he has the least expectation of his surviving the experiment. And then 
Dr. Lillie has the cold bloodedness, the savage ferocity, of proposing that 
yourself, Mr. Editor, should “ surrer” in Boston, what he hopes Dr. 
Lee will have to in New York! We have not heard whether the doctor 
has consented to the proposal—we hope, for humanity’s sake, that he 
may decline (provided this book be true!) ; but if he does consent, the 
readers of the Boston Journal must be made acquainted with the result. 

Dr. Lillie states that the best description of his work is to be found in 
Hippocrates, where he says, “let all drugs, and simples, and recorded 
powers, be well remembered by you, provided they are known.” Ah! 
that is an important proviso—Dr. L. will do well to bear it in mind, for 
it most unfortunately happens that the homeopathic school are in blissful 
ignorance of the “ powers of drugs and simples,” although they are not 
wanting in a knowledge of “recorded powers ”—but it unfortunately 
turns out that these records have been forged. 

We shall not enter at large upon the discussion of the question, whether 
the application of the “ vital heat” of the skin of a dead sheep, be, or 
be not, homeopathic practice ; we should suppose, however, that to re- 
lieve a deficiency of animal heat, on the similza principle, a little ice, or 
snow-water, or an artificial frigorific mixture, wou!d be more suitable— 
but there is no accounting for a penchant for such a remedy, by a profess- 
ed homeeopath, except on the principle of sympathy, or * fellow feeling.” 
The similia similibus will show itself somehow. Dr. L., novice as he is 
in the profession, shows his zeal for science, by canonizing Hahnemann. 
After calling him “ immortal,” “ what,’ he adds, “can the man do 
that cometh after the king?” This deference to authority, we may 
suggest, has been the bane of medical science in every age. It embalm- 
ed the absurd doctrines of Galen for centuries, and it is likely to embalm 
the more absurd dogmas of Hahnemann, for half a dozen years more at 
least ; unless, indeed, his followers, which is not to be expected, become 
honest and will choose to think and investigate for themselves. Call 
such a monomaniac immortal! it is a desecration of the epithet. If, to 
forma system of materia medica, by intermixing symptoms observed in 
different persons, without distinguishing what dose has been administered ; 
what symptoms have manifested themselves first; how these are group- 
ed ; in what order they succeed each other; without distinguishing the 
objective symptoms, and attributing every symptom to the remedy ad- 
ministered ; if, to make no allowance for accidental causes; for diseases 
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resulting in other ways ; for idiosyncrasy, age, sex, and the force of imagi- 
nation; in short, if, to draw up a system, which furnishes no clue to 2 
knowledge of the organ first affected. the genetic relations of the symp- 
toms, or the character and entire effect of the remedy ; if all this be suf- 
ficient to render a man immortal, then there can be no doubt that such a 
destiny awaits the name of Hahnemann. Or if, being compelled by his 
quackery to flee from place to place in his own country, and at last, after 
an unblushing course of thirty years’ empiricism, to be driven from it al- 
together in disgrace—if, to advertise and sell as an invaluable remedy, 
common borax at four dollars an ounce, under the name of “ aLKaLi 
pneum ”—if, to vend a secret medicine as an “ infallible preventive of 
scarlet fever” ata louis dor an ounce—if, to be so ignorant of the 
common principles of chemistry, as to regard silex and sulphur as solu- 
ble in alcohol—if, to forbid all reasoning on the subject of homeopathy, 
and demand of his disciples implicit faith, ‘“ without doubting, reasoning, 
interpreting, or philosophizing upon them” (Archiv. fur Homeopatische 
Heilkunde, Vol. 1X., No. 3)—if, to assert “it must be admitted that 
the true art of healing begins with me”—if, to invent a treatment of 
disease, totally at variance with common sense, with all rational princi- 
ples and the experience of all ages—if, to deny the existence of idio- 
syncrasy, and maintain that every medicine acts precisely in the same 
manner, at all times, under all circumstances, upon all individuals, sexes 
and ages ; and that all medicines are of equal potency in the same doses 
— if, to maintain that the ttch is the only cause of all human misery, phy- 
sical, mental and moral— if, to assert that mere mechanical division can 
develope from all natural substances, a power bordering on miracles—if, 
to maintain that some diseases may be cured by the patient smellang only 
of a sugar pellet, of the size of a hemp or poppy seed, moistened with 
the decillionth solution of briony juice—if, to describe 565 different 
symptoms as being caused by stler; 890 by lycopodium; 931 by char- 
coal; 895 by table salt; 1240 by sepia, and 1440 by belladonna !— 
lastly, if not to believe, and yet to boast all this, knowing it to be 
false, and thus to make merchandize of the lives and health and souls 
of his fellow men, and all for filthy lucre’s sake—and at last to die, as 
we fear, with a lie in his mouth—if this, 1f THIS BE IMMORTALITY, THEN, 
AND THEN ONLY, 1s HAHNEMANN IMMORTAL! As to his followers, all 


we can say is, if they are honest, “‘ Helleborum hisce homintbus opus est.” 


P. S.—In what school did Messrs. C. & L. study chemistry? A few 
examples will show the accuracy of their knowledge. For “ ammonia — 
carbonas,” they have “ammonium carbonicum ;” for ammonte murias,” 
they have “ammonium muriaticum ;” carbonate of lime is written “ cal- 
carea carbonica; “ Potassa” is written “ causticum ;” ‘ Cinchona” 
becomes “ china ;” “ carburetum ferri” becomes “ graphites ;” “ car- 
bonas potasse”’ becomes “ kali carbonicum ;” and so throughout. 
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THE EXTRACTS OF THOROUGHWORT AND LOBELIA. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—One day during the winter before last, having nothing better to do, I 
set myself to making the extracts of thoroughwort and lobelia. Lam not | 
aware that the inspissated juices of these substances have ever been obtain- 
ed ; if they have been, they are not enumerated in any of the Dispensatories 
and Pharmacopeeias with which I am acquainted. My object in obtain- 
ing these extracts was merely to ascertain their external sensible qualities, 
and to produce the virtues of the thoroughwort and lobelia in a more 
concentrated form. 1 followed the common method of making other ex- 
tracts, by first making a decoction in water, of the plants as they are pre- 
pared by the Shakers, boiling away the decoction to one half its quantity, 
straining the liquor, and then evaporating it to the consistence of honey. 
An earthen gallipot placed upon a common cooking stove heated with 
hard coal, [ found very convenient for evaporating the strained liquor. 
A nicer method of evaporating the decoction, is to place an evaporating 
dish in a water bath impregnated with muriate of soda, and kept boiling. 

Six ounces of the pressed leaves and tops of the thoroughwort yielded 
one ounce of extract, a very abundant quantity. The external qualities 
of this extract are quite remarkable, and I should say, promised fair for 
its becoming an article of commerce. It has the hardness and resinous 
appearance of the aloes. It is brittle, semi-pellucid, and of a reddish- 
brown color; it pulverizes and melts like the aloes. From its resinous 
nature, | should infer that its properties must necessarily be very perma- 
nent. The medicinal properties of the extract of thoroughwort, like those 
of the aloes, probably reside in a gum, from which the resin can be sepa- 
rated. I used the'extract of thoroughwort in two cases of external he- 
morrhoids with complete success. Each of the patients took four pills of 
the common size, daily, for about a week, when all symptoms of the 
complaint disappeared. ‘This dose kept the bowels loose, without pain or 
griping or occasioning sickness at the stomach. Its tonic power, for 
which the eupatorium has great repute, makes it a very suitable cathartic 
or laxative in cases where we suspect a weak state of the bowels. Ina 
third case, of common costiveness, only one pill answered all the purpose 
of a laxative. In the form of an extract I think the eupatorium would 
very rarely prove an emetic. Its properties appear to me to be those of 
a warming, strengthening cathartic, combining the cathartic qualities of 
the aloes with the tonic power of myrrh. The extract is not only a 
more portable and convenient form than a tincture, decoction or powder, 
but admits of its being administered with or without the knowledge of 
the patient. 

Six ounces of the pressed leaves and tops of the lobelia yielded half 
an ounce of extract, or one twelfth of its weight. ‘The extract of lobe- 
lia, in its external appearance, resembles the refined extract of liquorice. 
It possesses great cohesiveness, its color is very black and its surface shin- 
ing. Isliould not think it strange if the extract of lobelia should also 
become an article of commerce. Either as an emetic, diuretic, pectoral 
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or sudorific, the extract is a far more convenient and desirable form than 
any othe, of the preparations of lobelia. The dose of the extract, for 
an adult, is a grain and a half for an emetic. The dose as a diuretic, 
toral and sudorific, must be determined by experiment. I have never 
administered the lobelia in the form of extract. Some years ago, how- 
ever, I gave the tincture of lobelia as an emetic to a patient laboring un- 
der phthisis pulmonalis, which I thought at the time operated very much 
like a dose of sulphate of zinc. I also gave the tincture as an emetic to 
a patient in the fit or paroxysm of an asthma, which afforded essential re- 
lief. In the case of a child with lung fever, 1 once saw a decoction of 
the lobelia administered by an offictous nurse with the happiest result. I _ 
think | never saw a single dose of medicine attended with such decided 
success in subduing and terminating a fever of several days’ standing. 
From what I have witnessed of the effects of the lobelia, I think it must 
resemble the foxglove, and possess sedative properties in as great a degree 
as it possesses emetic and sudorific powers. Were its medicinal proper- 
ties well defined by observation and experiment, I think it would prove an 
auxiliary to our present means of cure. D. B. Stack. 
Providence, Oct. 28th, 1843. 


ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Dr. March’s Surgical Clinique, Saturday, October 21, 1843. 
Casz 1.—C. M., et. 6 years. Fractite of fore-arm about middle of the 
shafts of radius and ulna. Dr. March said that the arm in this case pre- 
sented the appearances and signs of flexure rather than fracture, since 
there was much distortion but no perceptible crepitus or dislocation of 
fractured ends. After referring to the frequency of such accidents in 
young subjects, he proceeded to re-dress it in the presence of the class. 

ae G. Case of necrosis of tibia, presented last Saturday. Doing 
well. 

3.—I. R. P. Lacerated wounds of fore-arm and hand, presented on 
former occasions. Under the exhibition of Skey’s alterative, opium, the 
nervous irritable state of the patient’s general system has been much im- 

roved, and consequently the ulcers are much improved in appearance. 
he larger were dressed to-day with adhesive straps, and to the smaller 
the usual application patches of cerate were applied. 

4.—P.D., xt. 6 years. Seven weeks since this patient fractured the 
right femur about its middle; to-day came forward walking firmly and 
with ease. There is no shortening or distortion; indeed, the whole 
progress of the case has shown how rapidly fractures will unite in the 
young subject. 

5.—I. W. The patient with synovial effusion or hydarthrosis of 
right knee, upon whom the operation of puncturing the joint to evacuate 
its contents, while their place was supplied by an injection of a weak 
preparation of iodine, was performed two weeks since before the class, 
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to-day came forward to show the perfection of the cure. This case had 
resisted the ordinary routine of practice by cupping, blistering, &c., but 
yielded immediately, and without a single bad symptom, to this new ope- 
ration of the French surgeons. 

6.—W. H., et. 21 years, from Syracuse. Inflammation of synovial 
membrane of right knee-joint, involving the cartilages. Dr. March pro- 
poses to establish caustic issues on some future occasion. 

7.—M. K., et. 5 years. Presented on former cliniques, with con- 
junctival inflammation and slight nebula upon the cornea. The inflam- 
mation has completely subsided and the opacity is diminishing. 

8.—G. D., et. 18 years. Contusion of eye from the blow of an 
arrow. Within an hour the whole anterior chamber was filled with ef- 
fused blood. To-day the effusion was entirely absorbed, vision also be- 
ing quite perfect. Belladonna was applied to keep the iris dilated. 

9.—J.M., upon whom the operation for everted lower lid of right eye 
was performed last Saturday, came forward ; the cure is complete—the lid 
being much improved. The pterygium, which, relieved from the irrita- 
tion of the everted lid, already was diminished, was to-day attacked by 
the application of the nit. argenti in substance. 

10.—T. F., et. 25. Horrible distortion of face from contracted cica- 
trices of burns. The mouth, which was contracted, in fact almost entirely 
closed up, has been much improved by Dr. March, who some two months 
since performed Dieffenbach’s operation upon it. The eyelids now are 
all more or less everted, and upon them Dr. March contemplates two or 
three operations during the term. ? 

11.—A. R. A patient with necrosed tibia—before presented. Do- 
ing well. - 

12.—The contracted finger for the relief of which the flexor tendon 
was last week divided, to-day appeared perfectly straight. 

13.—J. G.’s little daughter, et. 5 years. Tonsils enlarged, though 
not enough to warrant excision. Nitrate of silver was applied by means 
of a porte-caustique, with a view of promoting their absorption. 

14.—Child of J. L., presented last week with ophthalmia tarsi; cure 
nearly complete. Dressed with nit. argent. 

15.—Mrs. M. L. Conjunctivitis with granulated eyelids. Dressed 
with nit. argent. 

16.—J. B., et. 46, from the country. Encysted tumor of seven year’s 
growth upon the right cheek just in front of the ear. The pes anseri-— 
nus of the facial nerve, the transverse facial artery and Steno’s duct were 
in immediate contact with the sac behind. The tumor was rapidly dis- 
sected from its bed, the sac being removed entire. No artery required 
naan. It was dressed by one point of suture, straps, compress and 
roller. 

17.—Mrs. A., from the country also. Encysted tumor of cheek, 
smaller, and more superficially situated than the last, and consequently 
more easily removed, though, from the thinness of the sac, the time oc- 
cupied was longer. 

18.—C. C., et. 40. Vascular tumor of leg, involving the integu 
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ment only. It was excised, with half an inch of healthy integument 
upon each side of it. The gap, which was quite large, was brought to- 
gether by three points of suture and straps; the whole limb was band- 
aged. A smaller spot upon one of the toes was also removed, having 
the same character with the larger one upon the leg. 3 
19.—A. B. Injury of ankle, caused by: leaping from a waggon. 


October 28th, 1843.—1.—Child of C. M., et. 6 years, presented on 
Saturday last with fracture of radius and ulna. The external splint was 
to-day dispensed with, as the arm was quite firmly united. 

2.—W. R. C.’s child, wt. 5 years, presented last Saturday with 
chronic ophthalmia. Nit. argent. was to-day applied. 

3.—I.R.P. This is the case, presented on former occasions, of lace- 
rated wound of fore-arm and hand. The ulcers presented a healthy ap- 
pearance, and are rapidly cicatrizing. It was dressed as usual with ad- 
hesive straps and roller, the granulations having been previously sprinkled 
over with a powder of calomel and pulverized opium. 

4.—H.G. Presented on several cliniques with ulcer from necrosed 
tibia. ‘The ulcer has nearly healed, and was dressed for the last time. 

5.—Miss M. K. Opacity of the cornea with chronic inflammation of 
left eye. Nit. argenti applied. | 

6.—Miss C. W., of Auburn, having a small atheroma on the scalp. 
A simple incision was sufficient to allow the entire sac to be rolled out 
by the handle of the instrument. The wound was dressed by compress 
and roller. 

7.—I. M. was again presented. ‘The pterygium was cauterized with 
nit. argenti, and is fast disappearing. 

8.—Miss I. A. B.,of West Troy. Carpal and palmar tumor freely com- 
municating beneath the annular ligament. Before proceeding to an ope- 
ration, Dr. March related the history of a case resembling in every ex- 
ternal view the present, the contents of which, upon making an incision, 
were found to be small, polished, cartilaginous bodies, very closely resem- 
bling water-melon seeds, more than 500 of which poured out from the sac. 
From the great similarity of situation, appearance and feel, Dr. M. pre- 
dicted a similar result would follow an incision in the present case. His 
diagnosis was soon verified, for upon making a cut into the sac, more than 
half a pint of exactly similar little melon seeds were discharged. A dress- 
ing was applied, consisting of compresses piled over the whole extent of 
the sac, over which a roller was firmly applied. 

9.—S. W., et. 23, from West Troy. Strabismus convergens of both 
eyes. An operation was performed upon the left, with instantaneous 
success 


10.—Mrs. G. 1. C., of Niskayuna. Small atheroma of cheek. Extir- 
pated and the wound dressed by adhesive straps. 

11.—Infant of 1. V. A., of Hudson, et. 2 years. Hare lip compli- 
cated with cleft jaw and palate; the jaw upon one side projecting quite 
between the margins of the fissure in the lip. The wperation consisted 
in cutting off this interfering snout, and then paring off the edges of the 
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gap as usual. The raw surfaces were neatly approximated by two 
sutures. 
12.—Miss I. N., of Saratoga Co. Internal strabismus of both eyes, 


The left was chosen for the uperation, which was done with complete 
success. J 


/ 


CASE OF VASCULAR TUMOR ON THE CHEEK—ERROR IN DIAGNO.- 
SIS—REMOVAL. 


By Mr. Fergusson, Surg. to King’s College Hospital. 


Donatp KELLeEarp, etat. 19, admitted 29th July, 1843, laborer, a native 
of London, where he has chiefly resided. Born of healthy parents. 
When about six months old a small, white-colored tumor was observed 
immediately below the left orbit, to which poultices were applied, when 
it diminished in size. Some time after it enlarged again, and again seem- 
ed to decrease under the use of poultices. Subsequently it gradually en- 
larged, and about eight years ago the skin over it assumed a dark-brown 
color. At this time his mother, supposing that it contained matter, punc- 
tured it with a needle, when a small quantity of dark blood only escaped. 
The swelling did not alter much until about six months ago, when it 
+ rg a a to enlarge, and has continued to increase up to the present 
date. There is now a prominent tumor over the left superior maxilla, just 
below the orbit, about the size of a duck’s egg, which keeps the eye-lid 
against the eyeball, and begins to force the nose to the opposite side. 
The skin is of a dark-brown color, and the touch does not clearly indi- 
cate whether the swelling consists of fluid or solid substances. Has oc- 
casional pain in the part, of a pricking character. Since he was two 
years old has always enjoyed good health, and now applies to have the 
growth removed in consequence of the increasing disfigurement. 

August 1.—To-day he was brought into the operating theatre, and Mr. 
Fergusson proceeded to operate with the intention of dissecting out the 
mass entire. ‘Three incisions through the skin, each about an inch and a 
quarter in length, were drawn from the circumference of the swelling, and 
made to meet at a point on the centre, where the three flaps, of nearly 
equal size, were dissected from the mass. As soon as the knife passed 
deeper than the skin, which was of its usual thickness, and considerably 
more dense, the tissues appeared remarkably vascular; at each stroke of 
the knife a jet or gush of blood indicated the division of an artery or 
vein of larger size than is natural to this part, and before the flaps were 
sufficiently dissected off, several fingers were required to stem the flow of 
blood. Instead of attempting to remove the disease with the continued 
use of the knife, the plan of the operation was altered, and the tumor was 
twice transfixed with large curved needles, set in handles, each carrying a 
double ligature, which were fastened to each other, and drawn tight round 
the base of the swelling. The bleeding was thus completely restrained, 


and the patient was sent to bed, with directions to keep cold cloths applied 
to the wound. 
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4.—There has been no further bleeding, and warm water dressings 
have been substituted for the cold; has had considerable pain in the 
cheek, which has become greatly swollen, whereby the eye is completely 
closed up ; the parts surrounded by the ligatures seem to be completely 
strangulated, and are in a sloughing condition ; wound beginning to dis- 
charge matter. 

12.—Has had a good deal of fever and taken little food ; has had five 
ounces of wine daily for some days, and been allowed beef-tea, or any 
other nourishment he might choose. A large portion of the tumor about 
to drop away as a slough, but underneath there still appears a vascular 
eminence. 

16.—The old ligatures were withdrawn and others substituted, so as to 
include the remainder of the vascular part. 7 

17.—Indications of two small abscesses, one in the eyelid, the other in 
the cheek, below the wound, were discovered, and on the 21st these were 
opened. On the same day the part inclosed within the thread sloughed 
away, and a healthy granulating sore was left. 

Sept. 6.—Since last report his health has rapidly improved, and his ap- 
petite is completely restored ; the wound has gradually cicatrized, and he 
is now discharged cured. 

16.—Has appeared at the Hospital to-day in the best of health. The 
morbid growth seems completely eradicated, and the slight swelling which 
still remains is apparently the result of the severe inflammation on the 
cheek subsequently to the operation. It is Jess than when he last 
showed himself, and, from his own account, is rapidly diminishing. Has 
no pain or uneasiness in the part, and the cicatrix is scarcely observable at 
a little distance. 

After the operation Mr. Fergusson stated that he had been completely 
deceived in his diagnosis of this case, for he had supposed the tumor to 
be one of an atheromatous character. Nothing in its history had led him 
to suspect that it was vascular, and certainly there was little in its appear- 
ance or character to induce him to think so. The skin was commonly thin- 
ner in such cases, and had all the indications of vascularity ; moreover, the 
_ presence of pulsation and the compressible nature of the swelling, as well 
as other strongly-marked symptoms, usually led at once to the detection 
of such a form of disease. He had not come to a hasty conclusion in 
this case either, for he had repeatedly examined the mass, and had asked 
others to doso. He had thought that it resembled an atheromatous 
growth, but as it was not usual to see tumors of this description on the 
cheek, and as, moreover, its characters were such as to cause him not to 
be very clear on this point, he had fingered the part again and again. As 
soon, however, as he had begun his incisions he discovered his error, and 


he immediately resolved to treat the case with ligatures, according to the 
method recommended, and so advantageously put into practice, by Mr. 
Liston. He had separated the skin from the vascular mass as extensively 
as he could do with propriety, so that he might include the largest possible 
extent in the nooses of the ligatures without interfering with that texture. 
On such an occasion the surgeon might feel himself in an awkward di- 
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lemma, and in the midst of such profuse hzemorrhage some coolness was 
uired to determine on the proper course for further proceedings. Pos- 
sibly, had he been aware of the real nature of the case when the patient 
came under his charge, he might have selected some other mode of treat- 
ment, although, in all probability, he would have chosen that which he 
had just followed, as being the best, under the circumstances, to effect 
the separation and obliteration of the vascular mass.—London Lancet. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAI. JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, NOVEMBER 8, 1843. 


Ipecac. in Asthma.—A correspondent who dates his note at Hallowell, 
Me., very unfortunately omitted to sign his name to some very judicious 
practical observations on the use of ipecac. in asthma. An article on 
the practice of medicine is no authority if it has not a responsible author, 
and this one circumstance, alone, forbids the insertion of a paper which 
is apparently from an elevated source. In the course of the communi- 
cation it is said that in asthma, ipecac. “ universally calms the paroxysms 
and produces refreshing sleep. It gives a comfort when no other medi- 
cine seems to avail. Physicians cannot too often or too liberally prescribe 
it for patients having the least tendency to asthma, as it removes all dis- 
tressing symptoms, and no fatal effects ever follow its administration.” 
The writer appears to have been a careful and experienced observer of the 
effects of special remedies, and he surely ought not to be unwilling to 
give his name to advice that is worth so much less without it. 


Anatomical Enterprise.—Some months ago, mention was made in this 
Journal of the erection of a building on Tremont street, in Boston, ex- 
pressly for a practical school of anatomy. Dr. Winslow Lewis, whose 
name is identified with the progress of anatomical science in New Eng- 
land, who has been at the cost of erecting the edifice, has finally com- | 
pleted it throughout, at a very considerable expense. No arrangement of 
apartments or fixtures, in the interior, could be more convenient. There 
is not another structure, to our knowledge, in this country, so complete in 
its details for conducting anatomical pursuits to the best advantage, as this. 
Adjacent to the dissecting room, is a charming study, in the cases of which 
are that variety of charts, text books, and other aids to knowledge, which 
must necessarily be frequently consulted. Instruments of all forms, suffi- 
cient to accommodate a large number of persons, are in the place where 
they should be—so methodically arranged that the appearance of order 
gives special character to the establishment. The injecting apparatus, 
alone, would be one of the highest recommendations to any one capable of 
appreciating the intrinsic value of anatomical researches. Another essen- 
tial requisite for conducting anatomical pursuits is a good light—and 
enough of it; and this has not been overlooked either in the size, location 
of the skylights, or the chandelier and side lamps, in the dissecting theatre. 
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Dr. Lewis could very well aceommodate a large number of students, in 
the most ample manner, and yet on reasonable terms. He is devoted] 
attached to the study of anatomy, and his library, therefore, is rich in all 
the old and modern works upon that subject, embracing some of great cost 
and rarity. ms Pity“ the enlightened policy of Massachusetts, anatomy 
may be studied in Boston without stealth or police interruptions. It is no 
crime to dissect a human body here. 

Dr. Lewis has no superior as an instructer, and we therefore hope that 
he may be sustained and encouraged in the effort he is making to raise 
up skilfal surgeons and good physicians. Medical strangers, temporarily 
in the city, and medical students, especially, should visit this anatomical 
hall. The new things to be seen there, would be an ample compensation 
for the time it would require. 


Diseases of the Testis.*—An admirable work is now presented to the 
profession of this country, embracing every phase of an unhealthy condi- 
tion of this organ or scrotum, known to the most observing of modern practi- 
tioners. The volume ~—ere 568 pages, and interspersed through the 
whole, are some of Mr. Gilbert’s beautifully executed xylographic illustra- 
tions, almost equal to copper. 

The whole work is divided into three parts, and in each there follows a 
natural arrangement of topics. In Part I. are considered the anatomical 
structure and functions of the testis and its accompaniments, both in fetal 
and adult life. Part II. embraces a consideration of congenital imperfec- 
tions and malformations ; atrophy, injuries, hydrocele, hematocele, orchi- 
tis, tubercular diseases, carcinoma, cystic diseases, fibrous transformations, 
ossific deposits, &c. &c. of the testicle. Spermatocele, entozoa and ner- 
vous affections of the organ, together with a series of observations on sym- 

thetic and functional diseases, follow in a succession of chapters. 

art III. regards varicocele, adipose tumors of the cord, spasms of the 
cremaster muscle, injuries of the scrotum, prurigo scroti, varicose veins of 
the scrotum, pneumatocele, edema scroti, diffuse inflammation of the scro- 
tum, mortification, elephantiasis scroti, hypertrophy, cancer, melanosis, 
fibrous and adipose tumors of the scrotum. 

To have brought together such an amount of matter presupposes a tho- 
rough acquaintance with the subject, and no ordinary devotion to this par- 
ticular department of study. T. B. Curling, Esq., now Surgeon to the 
Jew’s Hospital in London, is the author. The publishers have again of- 
fered the profession a book of great value, which it is hoped will be exten- 
sively read and appreciated. 


Principles and Practice of Medicine.—The world is already so full of 
scientific directions for curing diseases, that it is beginning to be a difficult 
matter to determine who is really and truly entitled to the most confidence. 
From the days of Cullen to the present hour these guides in the practice 
of medicine have been multiplying, till a mere catalogue of them is a 
much more formidable affair than would at first be supposed. However, 
we are delighted with the progress of therapeutic knowledge, and gladly 


* A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Testis and of the Spermatic Cord and Scrotum, with 
Ilustrations. By T. B. Curling, Surgeon, &c. &c. Edited by P. B. Goddard, M.D., &c., Demonstra- 
tor of Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: Cary & Hart. 1848. 8vo. p. 568. 
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use the facilities at command for spreading it abroad. The present week 


there is no opportunity for doing more than acknowledging the receipt of 


a copy of Dr. Elliotson’s ‘py of the Principles and Practice of Medi- 
cine, improved and enriched by the labors of Dr. Stewardson, Physician 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital. This, too, emanates from the press of 
Messrs. Cary & Hart. : 


Grafton (N. H.) District Medical Society.—At the annual meeting of 


the Grafton District of the New Hampshire Medical Society, held at Or- 


ford, the following officers were elected :— , 

Cyrus B. Hamilton, M.D., Lyme, President. 

Samuel Little, M.D., Lebanon, Vice President. 

Willard Hosford, M.D., Orford, Secretary and Treasurer. ° 

Phineas Spalding, M.D., Haverhill, Lebrarian. 

Dixi Crosby, M.D., Dartmouth College, Hanover ; Alanson Starks, MD., 
Orford; Hiram Morgan, M.D., Haverhill, Directors. | 


Clinical Ward for the Diseases of Children.—lIt is stated in the Lancet 
that preparations are making for opening a clinical ward in Guy’s Hos- 
ital for the diseases of children—presumed to be the first in England. 
t is to be placed under the care of Dr. Golding Bird. 
Why would it not be a popular movement to introduce the same im- 
rovement into the hospitals of this country? To students, it would be of 
immense advantage, since they are usually less acquainted with the dis- 
eases of children when they graduate, than with those of adults. 


_ Compliment to the Memory of Sir Charles Bell.—Sir Robert Peel has 
addressed the following letter to Lady Bell :-— 
Whitehall, September 4. 

“ Madam,—I have had great pleasure in recommending to Her Majesty, 
that in consideration of the high attainments of your lamented husband, 
and the services rendered by him to the cause of science, a pension of one 
hundred pounds per annum for your life, shall be granted to you, from 
that very limited fund which Parliament has placed at the disposal of the 
Crown for the reward and encouragement of scientific labors. 

This pension, small in amount as it necessarily is, will perhaps be ac- 
ceptable to you, as a public acknowledgment on the part of the Crown of 
the distinguished merit of Sir Charles Bell. 

I have the honor to be, Madam, your faithful and obedient servant, 

Rosert Pee.” 


Nitrate of Silver in Ophthalmia.—M. Velpeau has endeavored to dis- 
tinguish the circumstances which should regulate the various modes of 
employing the nitrate of silver, but as they are all founded on anatomical 
differences, they seem to us of little use in practice. The employment 
of the nitrate of silver ought to be founded, not on differences of form, 
which are very difficult to ascertain, and which are often quite arbitrary, 
but on differences in the nature of the ophthalmia. There are many 
kinds of severe ophthalmia in which the nitrate of silver is very efficacious ; 
among these is the purulent variety. In this kind of ophthalmia, which 
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is often connected with some internal disorder, and which is frequently 
epidemic among children, M. Velpeau proposes to use from one to two 
rts of the nitrate of silver, dissolved in thirty parts of the vehicle. M. 
aron, however, says that in the Foundling Hospital, where this form of 
ophthalmia is very common among new-born infants, a much stronger so- 
lution is found necessary ; the proportions being from eight to sixteen 
parts of the nitrate of silver to thirty of water.—Gazette Médicale. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Abraham Coles, of Newark, N. J., tied the 
femoral artery, October 21st, where it passes under the sartorious muscle. 
—Dr. Draper, of New York, a well-known and distinguished chemist, 
sent a communication to the British Association, at the late meeting at 
Cork, on the chemical properties of the sun’s rays.—The Lancet says, that 
with Clifton Wintringham, the school of mathematical physicians seemed 
to expire.—Dr. W. C. Taylor, at the British Association, read a paper on 
the pauper lunatics of Ireland, developing a heart-rending mass of misery 
and mismanagement. It is supposed there are 240 lunatics and idiots in 
the jails, and 471 in the workhouses of Ireland, at this time.—Carbonate 
of lithia, which exists in various mineral springs in Silesia, Galicia, and 
other provinces of the Austrian empire, has been recommended as a sol- 
vent of urinary calculus.—The Western Lancet, in a sensible article on 
the deaths of Hahnemann and Thomson, says that 7¢ zs strange that the 
former should die while little enough medicine could be given, or that the 
latter should have departed while heat could be procured.—The yet ree 
Medical and Surgical Journal has been discontinued.—Cases of sickness 
have been very numerous in the neighborhood of Braux’s Bridge, Louisi- 
ana. There is not a single plantation, five or eight miles round, that has 
been free from fevers—and they still prevail.—The papers speak of 259 
students of medicine being already in New York, to attend lectures in the 
University School. | 


Number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Nov. 4, 40.—Males, 18—Females, 22. Stillborn, 3. 
Of consumption, 4—dropsy, 1—lung fever, 7—infantile, 4—suicide, 1—inflammation on the lungs, 3 

—measles, 2—erysipelas, 1—stoppage in the bowels, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—liver complaint, 2—~ 

typhus fever, 2—cholera infantum, 1—apoplexy, 1—hooping cough, 1—old age, 2—ascites , 1—child-bed, 

ag complaint, 1—teething, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—cancer, 1—inflammation on the 
rain, 1. 


Under 5 years, 22—between 5 and 20 years, 0—between 20 and 60 years, 14—over 60 years, 4. 


REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, 
Kept at the State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Mass. Lat. 42° 15! 49’. Elevation 483 ft. 


Oct. Therm. Barometer. Wind. Oct. Therm. Barometer. Wind 
1 | from 52 to 52 | from 29.40 to 29.49 | 8 E 17 | from 42 to 50 | from 29.16 to 29.19 | 8 W 
2 55 29.06 29.18! 8W 18 86 «55 29.24 292718 W 
3 63 28.92 29.05 | 8 W 19 43 49 29.14 29.48|NW 
4 46 52 28.97 29.11|NW 20 87 59 29.48 29.6418 W 
5 42 60 29.30 29.35 |N W 21 55 70 29.16 29.30;83W 
6 47 62 29.32 29.383 |NW 22 55 29.17 29.20| NB 
7 50 29.389 29.43|NE 23 36 42 29.17 29.26 |NW 
8 47 59 29.09 29.38! S8E 24 «+451 29.45 29.481 W 
9 47 60 29.09 29.14 |NW 25 40 52 29.37 294418 E 
10 45 29.05 29.10 'NW 26 41 46 29.46 29.48|NE 
i 44 67 29.22 29.32 |NW 27 36 41 29.04 29.299| NE 
12 44 «661 29.33 29.38|8E 28 39 643 29.83 29.53 |NW 
13 |. 46 60 29.82 29.35 |NW 29 35 49 29.52 29.56| NE 
14 40 53 99.385 29.51 |NW 30 $3 52 99.54 29.62| SW 
15 35 49 29.63 29.66) SW 31 32 39 29.60 29.70|NW 
16 47 59 29.83 24.45! 8W 


This month has been pleasant and favorable to the farmer and gardener. Rain has been abundant, 

ut no Jong storms to interrupt business. ‘The forests have their autumnal liver,y and the fields are as 
Steenas June. Range of the Thermometer, from 32 to 70. Barometer, from 28.92 to 29.70. Amount 
of rain, 5.19 inches. Snow squall on the 23d, at noon. 


288 Medical Intelligence. 


Perfect Cure where Arsenic had been taken, by the hydrated Peroxide 
of Iron.—A young woman had swallowed, as was supposed, about five 
drachms of white arsenic. A practitioner, called to her about two hours 
afterwards, found her with the following symptoms :—Face flushed ; eyes 
lachrymose ; eyelids injected and half shut; some headache, but the in- 
tellectual faculties uninjured ; tongue, mouth and pharynx with their ordi- 
nary appearance, showing no trace of the poison; thirst and disagreeable 
metallic taste in the mouth; painful expectoration, but no constriction of 
the throat. The patient had vomited twice, but the matters had not been 
kept; one vomit was said to have been liquid, colorless, and without any 
intermixture of alimentary matters; the second had been also fluid, but 
greenish. The abdominal region was little sensible to pressure; pulse 
rather frequent, full, and quite regular; respiration easy and not quicken- 
ed; no irritation or eruption on the skin, the temperature of which was 
somewhat exalted. 

A grain and a half of tartarized antimony was given, dissolved in six 
ounces of water, and an emollient clyster, with three ounces of olive oil. 
One minute after the administration of the emetic a vomiting took place. 
of a greenish liquid and a little blood, in which arsenious acid was de- 
tected. Immediately the hydrated peroxide of iron, in a large dose, was 
commenced, and continued for several hours, till upwards of a kilogramme 
(two pounds and a half) of the peroxide had been taken. After each dose 
renewed vomitings occurred, by which means all the poisonous substance 
appears to have been got rid of from the stomach. In the evening an 
emollient ptisan was given, containing some nitrate of potash, which was 
followed by a copious stool and an abundant discharge of urine. The so- 
lution of the hydrated peroxide was persisted in as'a beverage, and in 
eight days the patient was convalescent. The urine examined by M. 
Lecanu, on both the second and fifth days of the treatment, yielded a 
considerable quantity of arsenic.—Gaz. des Hopitauz. 


Nitre in Rheumatism.—In some clinical remarks on rheumatism in the 
“ Bulletin Gen., &c., Med. et Chir.,” M. Forget thus compares the effects 
of three among the numerous remedies employed against that uncertain 
disease, viz., cod-liver oil, iodide of potassium, and nitre. Cod-liver oil is 
(he says) inert, or of little value. Jodide of potassium manifests utility so 
seldom and slowly that its applicability in rheumatism is doubtful. Nitrate 
of potash, in large doses, is often of decided efficacy. It fails, however, to 
be so in muscular, chronic articular, and very acute rheumatic affections ; 
being most suitable in recent affections, of medium intensity, and in sub- 
jects neither very robust nor of lymphatic or nervous temperament. Ni- 
tre proves a valuable adjunct to bleeding, when that remedy fails to relieve 
or can no longer be practised ; or, indeed, in all cases in which the loss of 
blood is not imperatively called for. It does not sensibly augment the uri- 
nary secretion in rheumatism, but, on the other hand, is provocative of cu- 
taneous transpiration. It tempers, eminently, the pain and fever; but 
much is yet left to be discovered respecting its therapeutic action in the 
disease specified above, and the tissues on which this action is mainly 
exerted.— London Lancet. 


The deaths in London during the week ending Sept. 2, amounted to 
909, or 61 above the weekly average during the five past summers. 
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